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OREWORD  
IF EVER THERE WAS A STORY waiting to be told, it is here among the hills and hollows that 

abut the northern most ridges of the Allegheny Mountains of Central Pennsylvania. Here at the 

portal to the lands known as the Pennsylvania Wilds lie four towns whose history is nearly lost but 

of great significance to the building of our country. Here men and boys toiled in the mines and the 

factories, turning yellow clay into refractory bricks that lined the blast furnaces that made the steel 

that built the engines and the rails and the girders that laid the foundation for the economic wealth of 

our nation at the cusp of the 20
th

 century.  

I F EVER THERE WAS A TIME  to write 

this story, it is now, while there still are sons 

and daughters who vividly recall the details of 

the lives of their parents and their grandparents 

and their cousins and their aunts and uncles 

who lived their entire lives in a brickyard town 

in rural America at the turn of the previous 

century.  

I F EVER THERE WAS A PLACE  to 

celebrate this story, it is here along the 

abandoned rail lines of the old NYC/Beech 

Creek Division Railroad that once joined the 

brick making towns of Monument and 

Orviston and Beech Creek; it is here near the 

lines of the old Pennsylvania Railway that once 

connected Beech Creek and Eagleville and 

Blanchard and Howard and Mount Eagle and 

Curtin Village to each other and to all the places 

beyond. 

WE LOOK ACROSS AMERICA and we see 

communities all across the continent that have 

taken the bones of an abandoned rail line and 

given it new life and new meaning as a rail trail 

for their community, a place where children, 

workers, and retirees might come together at 

the end of a day or the end of a week or the 

beginning of a summer to rest or to play, to 

listen and to learn, to exercise or to relax, to 

forget or to remember.  

We see old people with the wind in their hair 

and a gleam in their eye on a fat tire bike 

remembering what its like to be a child. We see 

babies and puppies and kittens in baskets and 

sidecars. We see children away from computers 

and televisions and video games. We see young 

people learning about history, and we see old 

people remembering it. We see Moms and Dads 

without the baggage of the week on their backs. 

We see families, together, again. 

We see this story being written every single day 

somewhere in America, and we see this story 

being written here in the hills and hollows that 

abut the northern most ridges of the Allegheny 

Mountains of Central Pennsylvania. 

Logan Mills, Pennsylvania 

Summer, 2007  

Glenn Vernon and Claudia Albertin 

albertinvernon architecture, LLC 

iii.  





This report was written as a starting point for 

establishing a vision for this community, a plan 

for leveraging the recreational, historical, 

cultural, and environmental assets of the Beech 

Creek area in such a way that creates an identity 

that distinguishes it from every other small 

community in America.  

 

That plan, that vision, is the Beech Creek 

Greenway Plan, and the identity that 

distinguishes this greenway plan from every 

other greenway plan in America is the Brick 

Town Trail.  

 

The resources the plan proposes to leverage are 

Bald Eagle State Park, Sproul State Forest, 

historic Curtin Village, and the unique and 

fascinating stories in every brickyard town 

between them, all linked together by a network 

of trails and bike paths that not only serve the 

health and fitness needs of the local community, 

but entice and invite the weary urban dweller or 

the bored suburbanite to this wondrous place of 

refuge and renewal on the southern edge of the 

Pennsylvania Wilds. 

 

For the last 200 years, the Beech Creek area has 

created most of its wealth from extracting its 

natural resources- timber, coal, clay -sometimes 

with devastating effects, until either those 

resources were depleted or the winds of 

industry blew in a different direction.  

 

Perhaps the single most important aspect of this 

plan, this vision, is that it attempts to protect 

and promote the natural resources of the region, 

rather than extracting them, and in doing so, 

may offer a more sustainable plan for the health 

and welfare of this community than any plan 

before it ever has achieved. 

XECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 �Q�9�G���Q�W�I�J�V���V�Q���M�P�Q�Y���J�Q�Y���V�Q���C�U�U�G�O�D�N�G���C���J�W�O�C�P���J�C�D�K�V�C�V���Q�H���J�K�I�J���S�W�C�N�K�V�[���V�J�C�V���G�S�W�K�V�C�D�N�[���C�N�N�Q�Y�U��

citizens of all classes to get around in a dignified, comfortable, even pleasurable manner, that 

�I�K�X�G�U���E�J�K�N�F�T�G�P���C�P�F���Q�N�F���R�G�Q�R�N�G���G�S�W�C�N���C�E�E�G�U�U���V�Q���U�Q�E�K�G�V�[�O�U���K�P�U�V�K�V�W�V�K�Q�P�U�����V�J�C�V���R�T�Q�F�W�E�G�U���U�C�H�G���P�G�K�I�J�D�Q�T�J�Q�Q�F�U��

for the well off and the less well-off, that promotes a sense of belonging to a community, that 

�J�Q�P�Q�T�U���Y�J�C�V���K�U���D�G�C�W�V�K�H�W�N�����C�P�F���Y�J�K�E�J���F�Q�G�U�P�O�V���F�G�U�V�T�Q�[���K�V�U���T�W�T�C�N���C�P�F���C�I�T�K�E�W�N�V�W�T�C�N���U�W�T�T�Q�W�P�F�K�P�I�U���R�� 

 

James Howard Kunstler,  Home from Nowhere, Remaking Our Everyday World for the 21
st

 Century 

E 

Curtin Village  

Howard Borough  

Blanchard  

Beech Creek Borough  

Monument  

Mount Eagle  

Bald Eagle State Park  

Eagleville  

Martins Grove  

Orviston  

Executive Summary 1 


